Draft Minutes

TRISTATE WHEELCHAIR & AMBULATORY ATHLETICS

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11, 2014

The meeting was called to order by Ken Brucato at 9:15 am in the MacMahon Student Center of Saint Peter’s University, Jersey City.

Present:  Ken Brucato, Ralph Armento, Debbie Armento, Jim Cuevas, Phil Galli, Dan Martin, Pat Redden, Trisha Yurochko

Excused:  Carolynne Bethka, Jennifer Johnson, Maggie Redden, Joan Wheeler (available by phone)

Absent:  Gil Perez

Approval of Minutes:
Trisha Yurochko made a motion to accept the minutes of the November meeting.  The motion was seconded by Phil Galli and passed unanimously.

Chair’s Report:

The Matheny principal will provide a copy of the school’s emergency plan, and Ken is reaching out to get some others.  Debbie pointed out that the LOC for NJDC must develop emergency plans, which differ for each venue and year.  Phil suggested that WASUSA should have a document for the meet directors listing all information needed, similar to the information for NJDC.  The information is handed out to relevant people at NJDC, including all phone numbers given to the officials.  Parents and coaches are responsible for individual athletes at meets in emergency situations.  


Trisha said she has procedures for meets based on the Rutgers policy, which includes a requirement that there be 2 people in the restrooms and locker rooms at swim meets.  She pointed out that it is important to consider sexual issues in the plans.  This is not a problem for track and field meets but weigh-in at weightlifting should also be considered.  Debbie will share all such information from NJDC with Ken.

Treasurer’s Report:

We have a balance of $3711.26, with all NDA delegates except Joan reimbursed.  The lawyer sent a nice thank you note for the gift card.  Phil moved that the report be accepted; Ralph seconded the motion and it was accepted unanimously.

Tristate Games:

Ralph and Trisha have a meeting with the commission on Friday to finalize arrangements for the meet.  Once we get official approval, they can start to work on the 5K.  The commissioner will contact the area hotels (Marriott, Hilton and Holiday Inn) about room rates; Ken will also check with George Lazos at Marriott about group rates, which will hopefully be about $130 all included.  The commissioner will also supply information about contacts for fundraising.  Jim has a contact with Shoprite, but we will need a fundraising committee and an updated trifold for outreach.  Trisha and Debbie put a budget together, and Phil will try to organize outreach.  Columbia Press in the area may be a possible source.  Other possible sponsors are CVS, Panera, Shoprite, Walmart and Home Depot.  The budget is about $20,000, some of which may be “in kind.”  It includes the cost of bringing in classifiers if needed (Anne Marie and Trisha may be certified as classifiers if they can work at a level 3 meet) and/or officials. The budget also includes the cost of hotel rooms for some board members because of travel.  Truck rental is included in the budget but the cost of busing independent athletes is not.  


It would be cost-effective to pay for Trisha and Ann Marie to go to a meet in San Antonio to complete certification.  A motion was made by Debbie to pay for Anne Marie and Trisha to travel to a meet for certification, up to $500 each.  The motion was seconded by Phil and approved unanimously, with one abstention (Trisha).


Trisha has talked to Claudia at JFK about their involvement with the meet but has not yet gotten a response, so doesn’t anticipate any money from JFK.  The state is giving about $3,000-$4,000.


The new Overpeck Park has a wide paved walking path that may work for the 5K, but Trisha will walk it to check the feasibility.  We may be able to close the park for the 5K since it starts early.  The mondo track is in the old Overpeck Park.  


Bocci could be done at a different venue and time, possibly at Matheny or Gill St. Bernard, but we need to know how many courts we can have, with 3 games on a court.  It is played on a basketball court so it could possibly be held at the Masons meet.  Ken prefers holding it in February, and it is not included in the meet budget so would have to get its own funding.  It would attract new athletes.

Tristate Reunion:

This topic was tabled.

Social Media:

April Martin is posting on Facebook.  Joan is also trying to post.

Adult Team:

Debbie and Trisha reported.  Ralph got several thousand dollars in grant money.  Chelsea Crytzer has started with the Navigators, and Colin Ryan from Long Island is also interested.  Debbie suggests having a social meeting, perhaps in a centrally located mall, to discuss plans.  Ralph has a database of past and current members with dates of birth, last known email and address, and phone numbers. Debbie will try to get Joan to send out information about a get-together. The Navigators have a permit for the indoor track at Bayonne HS.


There will be a wheelchair track clinic at the University of Illinois at the end of January.  Carlos Quiles is going, and some high schools may pay for their track coaches to go.  

CSH Swim Meet:

USA Swimming-NJ has given up to $2500 to bring in classifiers, and two national classifiers are coming.  Trisha has their names but they haven’t responded to emails yet.  The pool is only available after 11:30, and classification takes about 45 minutes per athlete.  


Online registration is being used for the meet, but competitors still need to send in checks and liability forms by snail mail.  Six officials will be certified at this meet.  Ideas were discussed for getting more swimmers.


The meet is not IPC certified but is level 3, so it qualifies for NJDC.  Times achieved are acceptable for USP nationals and will be put on their website.

Officials Training:

Changes that were made in track and field rules, implemented this year, were discussed.  They include:

· there is no longer a 58 field class;  classes 57 and 58 are merged into 57;

· seated athletes in field may not touch the ground with their feet;

· chair seats must be a minimum of 1 foot square or rectangular;


· the seat must reach from the buttocks to the back of the knee;

· athletes do not have to touch the back of the chair, but the back must be rigid;

· a pole may be used but cannot have joints;

· athletes may sit at an angle to the vector but cannot sit on the corner of the seat;

· both cheeks must stay on the seat until the implement is released;

· classes will be combined (51-52, 53-54) for the 1500 meter for U16 and up, following the IPC open rules;


· helmets are required for all athletes (including adults) for all track events.

The WASUSA website will have pictures illustrating these changes, and each level 3 meet will have clinics.


Discussion also noted that the horizontal bar is now considered part of the chair and can be held.


Records will be retired for many classes, and it will not be necessary to use steel tapes and measure implements after record throws at level 3 meets.


Events for 20s and 40s were also clarified in conjunction with those athletic groups so that each athlete is able to compete in at least 3 events.  Traditional events can still be retained at our meets.


There are now more than 140 IPC certified officials.  Feedback suggested the possibility of shortening the course for experienced officials, emphasizing the differences from USATF.


The 2014 rulebook, revised course and changes should be available in February.


We should recommend some officials for USATF awards, NJ and national.

Hall of Fame:  


Hopefully information will be available by the March meeting.

Conferences:


NewJerseyAllPeopleEqual (NJAPE)  is holding a conference (The New Era of Inclusive Movement Services Conference) on Thursday, May 8, from 9 am to 2 pm in Little Falls to highlight adaptive sports for schools and individuals.  They contacted Trisha about a speaker for a 20-25 minute presentation, perhaps with a slide show about TSWAA activities.  Trisha and Debbie will pursue this.


NJ Adaptive PE conference is Friday, February 28.  The question was asked if we should try to get on their program.

Other Business:

Ken needs recommendations for our four awards (Pat Putt, Bob McShane, Terry Tierney and Ted Kaplan).  The list of past recipients online is incomplete.  We should send out a short description of each award with a request for nominations.


Archery has a few changed rules, and their rules are in final draft.  We are trying to blend our rules with those for able-bodied archery.


There are a few changes in powerlifting.  There will only be one lift at NJDC but both lifts can be done at regionals.


Jim and Trisha are working on a VA clinic.  The first one, for about 50 participants in November, focused on archery, basketball and field.  The next, possibly on February 16, will present powerlifting and archery.  Wesley is coordinating a practicum for his adaptive PE degree.

Future Meetings:

March 8, 9 am – noon:  annual meeting, possibly at Saint Peter’s University


April 26, at Burke or Jersey City


September 13, Jersey City


November 15, possibly at Burke

Adjournment:

Ralph made a motion to adjourn; it was seconded by Dan and passed unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 11:59 am.

