

  Tri-State Wheelchair Athletic Association

Board Minutes: November 18, 2006

                   @ Children’s Specialized Hospital

BOD Members Present: Ralph Armento, Debbie Armento, Ken Brucato, Phil Galli, Trisha Yurochko, Terry Tierney, Jennifer Johnson, Re Marks and Gregg Chalmers via conference call.

Members Excused:  Kelly Hutchings and Shaun Bucchere

Chairman Ralph Armento who welcomed all the members called the meeting to order at 10:10 AM.

Minutes from the last board meeting were reviewed and approved with a motion from Ken Brucato and seconded by Terry Tierney.

Treasurer’s Report:  Trisha Yurochko stated that there is a current balance of $4,523.65 except she had to write out checks for about $300.00 today.  Terry Tierney made a motion to accept the report and Debbie Armento seconded it and the motion was approved.

WSUSA News:  Phil Galli and Ralph Armento attended a meeting on November 15, 2006.  The National Delegate Assembly will be January 19, 20, and 21st in Las Vegas.  The Best Western in the host hotel. There will be meetings with the RSO’s, USA Track and Field with the new technical committees. Other committees will be meeting such as the Jr. Committee, Executive Board, and Delegate.  There will also be discussions on providing more support to underdeveloped programs and provide an updated sanction =`packet.  This packet is to provide information and support to the meet directors.  There will also be a workshop for SAM users.

OLD BUSINESS:

WSUSA Track and Field News:  

Phil Galli went through rules and changes. 

The CP bikes will be a new event offered in 2007.    The Petras bikes may be used in a maximum of 3 events.  Each athlete will have the option of using the bike, wheelchair, or be ambulatory in these three events.  (100,200, and 400 meters)  There will be rules set for these new events for 2007 meets.

We agreed to offer these new events in our some or all of our meets this year.  

Junior Nationals and Adult Nationals will be in Spokane in July 21– 28, 2007.  This is to help support the Adult competition.  

A group of tri-state members met with Victor Calise from the N.Y. City parks an recreation department and personnel from the Ichan stadium.  They met to discuss the possibility of sponsoring the 2008 IWAS’ Jr. Games.  Trisha and Phil have developed a budget and plan to approach CTI corp. for possible sponsorship.  The tri-state board voted to support their efforts to bring the 2008 IWAS Jr. games to the tri-state region.  The board also thanked them for all the time and hard work they have put into this process.

Tri-State’s Website:  We will add “tricks of the trade” to our website.   The following people were asked to send Phil key rules (New or Old) or and facts about the sport events they specialize in.  We welcome other sport information as well.

Jennifer Johnson- Table Tennis

Phil Galli- Track and Swimming

Debbie Armento- Weightlifting

Kelly Loth and Debbie Armento- Field

NGB News:  There is concern from the National board about NGB’s that are no longer functioning, not updating their event’ rules, or are not supporting our events.   Jennifer Johnson is concerned and feels that the Para Olympic coaches override them on policies and picking team members.  Jennifer and the board members were informed that the national board is considering forming a Sports Technical Committee in place of some NGB’s.  More information will be available at our next meeting.

1023 Tax Status:  Ralph has been researching Tri-State’s 1023 tax status and has determined that Tri-state is not incorporated.  In order to file he felt that he needs an inventory.  Trisha was asked to take an inventory of the equipment.  Greg Chalmers suggested to check if it is needed since we would not exceed over $2,500, which he thinks is the min. amount required.

Privacy Policy:  The board will look into updating and improving the wording on our website and meet applications regarding our policies on posting results.  Debbie Armento will get a copy of her schools form.  The board will suggest that the National also be concern about this in all areas on that National level.  Greg Chalmers stated that we need to cover ourselves by finding out the proper wording to use.

Officials and Classifiers:  Debbie Armento has been attending USA Track and Field meetings with Phil and Ralph.  Tri-state has been gaining respect and building support from the New Jersey Officials.  Debbie commented that several Tri-State officials became IPC certified this summer during Junior Nationals. They had training and classes to attend all week long.  It was very informative and she hopes that all our officials will have the same opportunity as well in the future.  We did discuss about the possibility of John Stevens coming to give the IPC course here in N.J.  We are still in need of officials.  Leanne Sagmeister is a certified official.  She offered to work our meets if we can support her transportation and rooming.  Debbie will also ask and invite USA Track and Field Officials as well.   It was also noted that there is a great need for new classifiers.  

Awards Committee:  Ken Brucato is the chairman.  He will work with Terry and together they will first:  Clearly state what awards and clarify the meaning of each one.  Secondly they are to come up with nominations, and thirdly post their information on the website before our next meeting.  Ralph reminded everyone all the awards need not to be given out.

Maximizing the Athlete:  Trisha and Debbie presented a draft of this policy at the Annual meeting on March 11th.  It was then discussed to add a policy for officials. They will meet along with Phil to review and add a code of conduct for officials.  

New Business:  

Background Checks/ CPR Certifications:  After the Tri-State board had a long and meaningful discussion about requiring all coaches and officials to be WSUSA members. Also to have background checks for registered:  coaches, staff, officials, and any team representative working with athletes. A motion was made by Ken Brucato, seconded by Terry Tierney and agreed upon by 100% of the present board members.  Phil Galli motioned, Trisha Yurochko seconded that by the year 2008 that there is to be CPR certified person on each team. The board will suggest to the national board that they also develop similar policies on a National level.

Pre-registration: Ralph tried to develop a pre-registration packet last year.  Even though few teams used this, it was decided to continue this for one more year.

Board Meeting Dates:

February 3rd- 
Burke @ 10:00 AM

March 31st-    
CSH @ 10:00 AM  - Annual Meeting

November 17th- 
CSH @ 10:00 AM

